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Michael’s
heart is filled
with gratitude
for YOU!
Inside: Read how your
compassion and support
changes lives.
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For more information: (503) 967-6388 ¢ ugmsalem.org




“I DIDN'T
KNOW WHO
JESUS WAS...

now | do.

ichael grew up without a father figure after his sisters, who are proud of his transformation. “It was the first
dad died. A shy kid who never felt like he fit in, time I've been welcomed home for any holidays in a long time.

he made the wrong decision to try drugs when | got my family back.”
friends offered them. He plans to go to school after graduating our program to
“As the baby of the family, | didn't really have any become a drug and alcohol counselor and would also like to
structure. | never understood the word no and did what | attend culinary school. “I've never done anything on my own.
wanted,” he said. I'm scared to leave the Mission, but at the same time I'm
But what started as a way to fit in soon turned Michael grateful.”

into an outcast, full of anger and pain. He dropped out of high
school, became a drug dealer, and wasted years in jail. “Drugs ¢, . .
created a monster. | lived a life of destruction, in total chaos.” S | n Cé\Ae bee n at th e M |S

When Michael left prison, his probation officer and family

members convinced him to come to Union Gospel Mission of fo u n d SO m eth I n g to fl I I th‘
SalemThe day he walked through our doors, everything d ru g H—S@%S u S . I’tdm | n th

changed for Michael.
“It hasn’'t been easy,” he said, smiling, “but this is the d ark p | ace ahym O re ]
longest stint of time I've ever been clean. They helped give me
a second chance at life.”
Michael was at a men'’s retreat with his church when he
gave his life to Christ. The difference in him was immediate. This Thanksgiving season — and all through the
“I'm still getting used to having Jesus Christ in my life and year — your kind generosity fills hearts with hope and
learning the Bible. It's almost like speaking a foreign language,gratitude... and transforms lives through God’s love!
but the staff is great. They’re patient with us.” “I'm no longer an outcast. | found my worth and my
Michael is rebuilding relationships with his mother and happiness in Jesus. | have love for myself and others now.”




You fill my heart 52,239
with Than Sgi\/in\ge_als Needed by Thanksgiving

The past few months have been
challenging for all of us. No one is
immune to the stress of uncertainty
or the fear of the unknown. And
especially this year, far too many of
our neighbors have also felt the harsh
reality of losing their livelihoods —
their ability to provide for themselves
or their families. They join scores
of others already turning to Union
Gospel Mission of Salem for food,
shelter, and life-restoring guidance.

Yet, through it all, my heart is
filled with gratitude — for God’s
faithfulness... the goodness of
mankind... and your dedication to
serving “the least of these.”

As more struggling people reach
out to us, you are there for them.

You are among the heroes who

put others’ needs above your own.
You join us on the front lines of
compassion and kindness, loving your
neighbors when they need it most.
Now, as we anticipate an increased
need for food and care throughout

the fall, my greatest hope is that you'll
continue your amazing support this
Thanksgiving season.

Regardless of the season or the
challenges around us, remembering
our blessings brings us comfort,
peace, and joy. This Thanksgiving, as
we gather with our loved ones, | pray
each of us finds strength in God... one
another... and our own grateful hearts.

Pleasdnelp us now to prepare for the thousands of meals we’ll serve to olr
homeless and struggling neighbors throughout the Thanksgiving season.' Yoy
generosity will not only provide nourishing food for hungry people, but also
opportunities for lives to be restored:

faith-based counseling ¢ life-skills classes
vocational training *« and more!

Yourgiving spirit can mean a new beginning for hurting individuals and
families right here in our community. Share your heart of thanksgiving by
giving youR020 Thanksgiving Campaign gift today

g Give now using the enclosed Give online anytime at
reply card and envelope. e Ugmsalem.org.

Our hearts are lled with Thanksgiving for
your faithful support!

SEE HOW YOUR GIFT WILL MAKE AN IMPACT!

CAN LEAD
TO
Practical guidance
for hot meal for night of and God's
safe shelter life changing LOVE

Read Michael's story to learn more!

You are always welcome to take a You can also join us on a construction
QQM&/ tour at both our Men’s Mission and  tour of the new Men’s Mission to
G’ Simonka Place for Women & Children see the progress that has been made

to see how your heartfelt gifts and on this incredible new facilityTo

Dan Clem prayers are changing livdsor more learn about the next available
Executive Director information, contact Hannah opportunity for a tour, contact
Roshak at hberry@ugmsalem.org Lacie Wheeler at
or call (503) 967-6388. Iwheeler@ugmsalem.org or

(503) 967-6388, ext. 106




We Need
VOLUNTEERS

Your helping hands and giving
hearts will help us serve and care
for the thousands of people who
will turn to us this fall! We have
opportunities for serving meals

(including special holiday meals!),
at our reception desk, and more.

Contact us today to see how
you or your group can help...
CallHannah Roshak at
(503) 967-6388
Emailhberry@ugmsalem.org
Or visitugmsalem.orgto find out
more or sign up now!

Turkeys
Hams
Stuffing

Cream of mushroom
soup

Fresh vegetables:
carrots, celery,
onions, potatoes

Liquid laundry
detergent

Tylenol, Ibuprofen,
and Tums

Please consider shopping or
hosting a food drive for these
items we need to feed our
hungry guests throughout the
Thanksgiving season.

Cranberries

Turkey gravy

Beef broth

Dinner rolls

Milk

Assorted store-
bought pies

Toilet paper
Towels
Sanitizer wipes
Jackets

Food may be dropped off at UGM Men’s Mission (345 Commercial St NH
and non-food items may be dropped off at the UGM Donation Center

Don’t Miss a Single Mission Moment!

Follow us on social media and sign up for our emails to stay up-to-date on our Thanksgm“
activities, urgent needs, special events and how your partnership is transforming lives. .B

sure to tell your friends about us too, and encourage them to help this Thanksgiving!

(1100 Front Street NE).

Thank you for helping!

ugmsalem.org
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