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Lynn came
for a meal... 

“I was running 
from God.”

Easter 
Needs

Meet Melissa
She can’t thank 
YOU enough!
Because of you, Melissa’s heart

is filled with new hope
this Easter.



Melissa was adopted at 15 months old – something she 
struggled with for years.

“I had abandonment issues from my mother leaving me 
that I never dealt with,” she says. “I was out of touch with 
my emotions, so at age 12 I developed an eating disorder and 
started doing self-harm and drugs.”

She dropped out of high school at 15, got her GED, and 
then found a full-time job. Melissa eventually managed 
to get clean for about 10 years, until the grief of a failed 
relationship caused her to relapse.

“I thought this relationship would be ‘happily ever after,’” she 
says, “but when it suddenly ended, I started doing drugs again.”

But she wanted to be a better mother to her three 
children and knew she needed to get clean for good. The 
day Melissa walked into Union Gospel Mission of 
Salem, everything changed. 

“Everyone was so nice… not condemning or shaming in 
any way,” she says, smiling. “I found healing from Jesus, and 
my heart became different.”

Through counseling, Bible study, and classes at our 
Simonka Place for Women and Children, Melissa was able to 
address past hurts and give them all to God.

“Through this new experience of healing at the Mission, 
I’ve been feeling all kinds of things I never felt before. I 
have a new level of self-worth that comes from the 
truth of who I am in God.”

Melissa would like to attend school to get her hospitality 
certificate so she can find a job in a new career field.

She is also working to restore the relationships with her 
family and waiting on God’s will for her life after graduation. 
“I want my kids to see long-term change… to see me living 
without addictions.”

You may never meet Melissa, but she’s eternally 
grateful to YOU for your support – today, her heart is 
filled with new hope for the future. “I have healing from 
fear and loneliness, and more confidence. I’m leaving my 
future in God’s hands.”

The Mission gave me a
whole new feeling of peace.“

“

I was running from God, 
living with blinders on.“ ˮ
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You’re Invited to Lunch for a Great Cause! 
You’re invited to our Spring Luncheon to benefit Simonka Place for Women and Children!

The theme of this special event is “Made New,” and will help raise funds for essential services

that help struggling women and children begin new lives. 

When: Friday, May 1, from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Where:  Keizer Civic Center, 930 Chemawa Rd NE, Keizer, OR 97303

How: To RSVP, contact Hannah Berry at hberry@ugmsalem.org

Thank you for caring about women and children struggling with issues like homelessness, hunger,

poverty, abuse, and addiction. By attending this luncheon, you’ll help provide the safe shelter and nourishing food

local families need – plus classes, employment services, counseling, housing assistance, and more.

Please join us and help local women and children discover God’s grace that renews lives!
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“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great

mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 1 Peter 1:3, NIV

Hallelujah, Christ is risen! As we 

celebrate our Savior’s resurrection, we also 

celebrate the miracle of transformation 

that takes place in the hearts of our 

guests. To tell you more about how you 

are changing the lives of local women like 

Melissa (featured on our cover story), I’d 

like to share a message from Kathy Smith, 

our director of Women’s Ministries in our 

Simonka Place for Women and Children:

Easter is about new life and 

resurrection, and at Simonka Place, we’re all 

about restoration and transformation. 

One of the ways you helped transform 

our Center was to renovate our backyard 

into a peaceful, restorative courtyard with 

a playground for children and comfortable 

seating. 

And in September, we started offering 

restorative services so women can engage 

in life-skills classes, trauma healing, and 

therapy to help them overcome the 

obstacles in their lives. Those opportunities 

in the past have been focused on 

participants in the New Life Fellowship 

Program, but now we can offer those same 

services to women with physical or mental 

health needs, or who have children.

We are also looking at developing 

transitional housing for women who need 

an opportunity to build a rental history in 

safe, affordable housing. In the last year, 

we’re seeing women able to move into 

their own home – about 6 to 9 a month on 

average – which means children are getting 

into housing as well.

Families in our community need a 

healing environment, not just a place to lay 

their head at night. Through your incredible 

generosity, women and children are able 

to encounter God as He really is and 

experience lasting transformation in their 

lives because He’s changing them from the 

inside out.

 Thank you for making miracles like 

these happen, and happy Easter!

Dan Clem

Executive Director

A Message from DAN CLEM

 

YOUR GIFTS ARE 

TRANSFORMING LIVES THIS 

EASTER SEASON

27,099 meals to serve

10,856 nights of shelter to 
provide

80 men & women to care 
for in our recovery programs 

(on average)

1,122 hours of education provided
in our learning center

Here’s how YOUR gifts care for 
our homeless neighbors this 

Easter season!

just $1.66 
for a meal!

Thank you for touching so many lives 

with your compassion & support! 

LYNN 

CAME FOR 

A MEAL…

… AND IT WAS THE START 
OF A NEW LIFE!

Each meal you give makes a big       
                                  difference!

Lynn didn’t have much hope left when she came to our door. 
Thanks to you, she was warmly welcomed and provided with the basic 
necessities that restored her hope:   

• A hot meal for $1.66 
• An overnight stay in our shelter (just $11.08!) 
• Clothing, showers, & Christ-centered care 

This Easter, as Lynn celebrates the hope in her life, YOU can give even 
more people the gift of meals and care that’s often the first step to 
healing and a new life in Christ!  

 Give now using the enclosed reply card and envelope.

 Give online anytime at ugmsalem.org.

Thank you again for your support of our Mission guests. Happy Easter! 



We need your help to prepare all the meals and care 

we’ll provide this Easter season. 

Between now and Easter Sunday, we’re preparing to 

serve 27,099+ hot meals… and provide hundreds of 

men, women, and children with basic necessities 
like safe shelter, clean clothing, and Christ-
centered care. 

Our homeless neighbors are counting on us… 

and we’re counting on YOU!

YOU can help meet our EASTER NEEDS!

FOOD ITEMS 
NEEDED! 
Consider hosting a food 

drive OR dropping off 

any of these urgently 

needed food items 

by Friday, April 10:

Drop off donations at the Men’s 

Mission, 345 Commercial St NE, 

from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday – 

Saturday. Thank you so much! 

No time to shop? Donate now! 
 (503) 967-6388  

 ugmsalem.org

Lend a hand this spring season… VOLUNTEER! 
Contact Johnna  (503) 967-6388, ext. 111  jnorton@ugmsalem.org

❑ SPIRAL SLICED HAMS
❑ INSTANT MASHED POTATOES
❑ BUTTER
❑ CANNED VEGETABLES
❑ POWDERED MILK
❑ DESSERTS (store-bought)
❑ COFFEE
❑ CREAMER


