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Dear friend,

Looking back on this past year, it is clear that God has blessed us far more 
than we could have ever asked for or imagined. Because you helped us raise 
$8.5 million toward our $15 million goal for a new Men’s Mission, we are 
on schedule to break ground next fall. Clearly, we serve a God who gives 
generously and who uses a community of loving supporters to partner in 
this giving.

In 2018, we saw Salem Electric transcend the expectations of normal giving 
and witnessed Salem First Church of the Nazarene literally go the extra 
mile during our “Walk for Hope.” Our community has been doing far more 
than we could have ever imagined in their service. As a result, we share 
in the joys of individuals like Sammy and Ekatirina who found hope and 
purpose through our New Life Fellowship recovery programs.

The restoration experienced at UGM of Salem would not be possible 
without you. While we give God the glory for the transformation of lives, 
we give you our appreciation for the means to effectively assist His work – a 
privilege granted to all of us, to care for those in need. Thank you for your 
faithful and continued support.

God Bless,

“Now to him who is able to do 

immeasurably more than all 

we ask or imagine, according 

to his power that is at work 

within us, to him be glory in 

the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, for 

ever and ever! Amen.”

Ephesians 3:20-21







Mark’s



Dear Donors and Supporters,

 

I came to Salem because I had given up on God. And yet, I believe it was God who 

brought me here. Growing up in the roughest neighborhoods of Los Angeles, I was 

no stranger to the ugliness of mankind. I never had anyone that I could trust, and 

the ones I did passed away pretty fast. I’ve seen the things that men are capable 

of doing to one another – I was one of them. I hated people. I was disgusted to 

be one. When I lost my fiancée in a car accident, and my father and brother only 

weeks later, I couldn’t deal with the pain – so I ran. Strung out on heroine and 

newly released from a seven-year prison sentence, I was at a crossroads. I was 

ready to go back to work and fall into my routine of madness and medicating, but 

I asked God to just give me one more chance. I walked by UGM and found out 

about the New Life Fellowship recovery program. Through those doors, I gave 

up everything I had left: my job, my security, my control, and gained everything I 

needed. Because of your donations to UGM, I have brothers that I can depend on. 

Now I spend my days giving back as a member of the maintenance department. 

My complete survival depends on God, and I’m grateful He set this place at the 

center of my crossroads. Thank you for believing in me.

Mark



Dear Donor, 

I can still feel my daughter clinging to my leg, hear her screaming, “No mommy, don’t go! Don’t leave us like dad did.” My daughters’ father, my husband, hung himself years ago. I turned to meth, my mother turned me away, and my daughters were turned over to the care of my sister-in-law. I began selling everything I owned to try and follow them. When they flew out to Indiana, I planted a free sign out in the yard in front of all my possessions. I had nothing of value left in life.  After that, I spent six months in jail, was almost killed by the Mexican cartel, and believed if I lived on the streets I would not survive. I ended up at Simonka Place because I literally had nowhere else to turn. It turned my life around. I’ve rediscovered hope and purpose through this place. And none of this would be possible without you. There is no longer a close-out sale on my self-worth – I’ve rediscovered it in Christ. Now that I’ve graduated from the New Life Fellowship Program I plan to find ways to give back and continue to grow my faith. I hope to finally be able to follow my daughters to Indiana, trusting God throughout the process. Thank you for giving my life value again.

Ekatirina



 
Ekatirina’s

My main goal 

here is to get 

closer to Him and 

build that strong 

foundation.

- Ekatirina



By the Numbers

834 Men, 513 Women, 123 Children

   

 
209,702 Meals Served
13,177 Counseling Sessions
1,160 Chapel Services
778 Bible Studies
148 Professions of Faith
20 Recovery Program Graduates



55,624 Showers

210 Clients Placed in Housing

170 Clients Found Employment

87,000 Shelter Nights

1,801 homeless individuals shopped at 

the Mission Store for free and 16,378 

pieces of clothing were given away. 

 388 People served through UGM’s 

Search & Rescue

10 NLF graduates enrolled at 

Chemeketa Community College

 

1,303 Volunteers
17,197 Volunteer Hours
68 Church Partners
8,400 Donors

367 Walkers at 
Walk for Hope




















 











Our comprehensive care seeks to meet 

critical needs beyond food and shelter, 

which may include: clothing, showers, 

affordable housing and government 

program assistance, intensive case 

management, continuing education 

and counseling. A major component 

of supportive services is to provide aid 

to those suffering from mental illness 

or physical disability in the form of 

mental and physical health evaluations, 

professional mental health counseling and 

connections to medical or mental health 

community resources.








 











Individuals in need of help can receive 

nourishing food, safe shelter, a hot 

shower, clean clothing, personal care 

items and more on point of contact. 

Specialized care such as basic hygiene 

assistance, dental care and more may 

also be available. Our staff works with 

guests on an individual level to best 

determine specific needs and ensure that 

each guest receives the crucial care they 

require.

Meal Times:

Breakfast: 6:30am – 7:00am

Lunch: 12:00pm – 12:45pm

Dinner: 5:30pm – 6:15pm







 





 































 











The New Life Fellowship recovery program 

is a long-term, residential, recovery 

program based on extending God’s 

love and grace in a safe and healing 

environment. Individuals dedicated toward 

holistic life-restoration are invited to join 

the 15-18-month program designed to 

promote recovery from addiction and other 

detrimental patterns of behavior through 

education, spiritual development, focused 

counseling sessions and the development 

of healthy interpersonal and community 

relationships.

Individuals whose greatest needs are 

stable employment receive tools for long-

term success: resume preparation, GED 

completion courses and testing, interview 

coaching and connections to employers. 

UGM also offers transitional housing 

for NLF program graduates and for men 

transitioning from incarceration into stable 

employment. Further services offered 

include job-readiness assistance, relapse 

prevention, emotional-health support and 

continuing education opportunities through 

our partnership with Chemeketa Community 

College. 



 

Salem Electric



Dear Salem Keizer Community,

When we first became involved with UGM we didn’t know what to expect. Our goal in 

adopting a local non-profit for the year was to provide an opportunity for our employees 

to get involved in the community. Most of us drive to work across the Marion Street Bridge. 

We saw the need; physically, tangibly, daily. We were surprised to discover the number 

of restorative programs and facilities offered through UGM. What we assumed was 

simply a men’s shelter and soup kitchen materialized into so much more. They offer safe 

shelter for women and children, families in transition and men recovering from patterns of 

incarceration. They have so many areas of potential involvement that volunteering becomes 

uniquely focused on fusing opportunity with personal passion. Each day we served we were 

lifted up and encouraged by those we once thought had so little to offer, and in giving, we 

received more profoundly than we could have ever predicted. It’s something you have to 

experience firsthand. We are proud of the aid our partnership has provided, but I think we 

are most proud of the change that occurred within us through volunteering. We’ve learned 

to smile rather than look away. We’ve learned to engage rather than crossing to the other 

side of the street. We’ve learned that everyone has a story, and that everyone deserves the 

chance to better their circumstances and move forward. We recommend wholeheartedly 

that every business, every individual, make it a goal to serve at UGM this coming year. The 

only caveat is that you should learn from our experience: prepare to be amazed.

    Sincerely, 

    Salem Electric



 One Couple in a Caring Community
The purpose of the 

Mission is to help 

people see there is 

hope, and not just 

temporary help.

- Gayle Withnell



We remember our “ah-ha” moment. Nearly 50 years ago the former director of Union Gospel Mission of 

Salem, George Simonka, inspired us to acknowledge the value of a ministry which gave hope to the hopeless 

and worth to those many had deemed worthless. It reshaped the way we saw individuals suffering from 

homelessness in our community. A few years later, we had the unique opportunity to provide that same sort 

of eye-opening moment to others. Hoping they would see up close what really goes on behind those doors, we 

loaded up a van full of Mid-Willamette Valley leaders for a surprise lunch at the Mission. There is nothing like 

hearing the story of a redeemed life. This is what you find inside – testimonies of reclamation from hopelessness 

to transformations of hope. Life-changing restoration is only possible through the power of the gospel and 

the humble service of a community united in hope and love. We’ve been blessed to play even a small part 

in what God is doing at Union Gospel Mission of Salem. Memorable moments have been happening here 

for more than 60 years, and not just in our lives, but in the lives of those who walk through those doors 

every day. People have a desperate need for both immediate aid and the permanent transformation of the 

gospel. That’s why the purpose of the Mission is not just to provide temporary help, but to provide lasting 

hope through Jesus Christ.

From the desk oF dick and gayle Withnell

Dick and Gayle Withnell



 Salem First Church of the Nazarene



Dear friends, 

When we first set our fundraising goal for UGM’s Walk for Hope, it felt 
about as far away as the finish line of a half marathon. But we were 
motivated and knew that God had plans which outpaced our own. Our 
partnership with UGM has been a spark for our church family – a sense of 
hope and reassurance that we could do something to make a difference in 
our community. We firmly believe homelessness is an issue the church has 
been called to address. As we’ve become more engaged with UGM, even 
beyond just writing a check, we’ve become more engaged in living out our 
own mission as well. After discovering all that UGM has to offer over the 
years, it shouldn’t surprise us that we are on track to meet our ambitious 
fundraising goal. The response was so powerful because we believe in 
UGM and the work they do . . . and keeping the Walk for Hope trophy 
for a third straight year really didn’t hurt either. But Walk for Hope is not 
just an event. Every day the people at UGM are taking individuals who 
need help and walking with them – from the street corner to a functional 
place in society. It’s powerful to witness that journey, and to be involved 
in helping someone find their way to truth, hope and love. That’s why we 
are proud to walk alongside UGM and support a shared calling to care 
for those in need. 

Sincerely,
Salem First Church of the Nazarene

“Our partnership with UGM 

has been a spark for our 

church family – a sense of 

hope and reassurance that we 

could do something to make a 

difference in our community. 



Mission Stewardship
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FUNDRAISING ADMINISTRATION

9% 12%79%

: 

Union Gospel Mission of 
Salem strives to maintain 
the highest standards 
regarding our financial 
integrity. Through the 
diligence of our Staff and 
supervision of the Board, 
we maintain openness 
and accountability to our 
donors and community 
partners.
 

* aUdited Financial inFormation 

aVailaBle UPon reQUest

 



CONTRIBUTIONS GIFT-IN-KIND OTHER

24% 23%42% 11%

MISSION STORE

  :

Individual Contributions 
$2,990,247

Gift in Kind
$1,721,630

Mission Store Revenue
$778,991

Other
$1,634,328

Total Revenue: 
$7,125,196
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P.O. Box 431  Salem, OR 97308  503.967.6388  ugmsalem.org

since late 2017...

You have helped raise over $8.5 million toward the goal for the new 

Men’s Mission. If you would like to participate in the campaign, contact 

Lacie Wheeler at lwheeler@ugmsalem.org or by calling 503.967.6388


