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THE HOLE IN MY HEART

The Mission is serving over
400 meals a day!

Like many of the men and women who come to the Union Gospel Mission, Tim had been fi lling 
the void in his life with drugs and alcohol. He had always had a good job. However, before long the 
job could not cover both the bills and the habit and the habit began to take its toll. Little by little, Tim 
began to lose everything. After all his resources had been exhausted, a friend dropped him off  on 
Lancaster Drive with only a couple bags of clothes. 

Tim remembered as a child coming into Salem from Tillamook to shop for school clothes and driving 
by the Union Gospel Mission. That was the only place he knew to go. So he got on a bus and came to 
the Mission. When he walked through the doors of the Administrative Offi  ce, he was met by a Christian 
Ministry Intern who directed him to the Men’s Mission and assured him, ‘You are in a good place.’ The 
walk to the other end of the block seemed like it took forever. “I was overwhelmed by emotion, but I 
had a sense of peace. I knew I was in a good place and that these people were going to help me out.”

Roughly two weeks later Tim started asking about the New Life 
Fellowship program. “The more I heard about the program and 
how it was changing other guy’s lives, I wanted that because I had 
been through rehab before and it never really worked. I always went 
back to using.  I wanted to see if the Almighty God could take away what was troubling me.” 

Tim was not a stranger to church. He had gone to church regularly during this 3 year marriage, but “it 
was fake for me, it was more of a stature thing, a façade that I was a Christian, but I wasn’t. I was still using 
(drugs & drinking) the whole time I was going to church”. It was viewing The Passion of the Christ that 
changed everything for Tim. “Everything I had heard in sermons and Bible studies made sense. It was 
overwhelming, I asked him to be my savior. I am fi lled with the Holy Spirit. This time is 100% diff erent. Now 
I have a true heart relationship with God.”

In his time in the program, Tim has been challenged to address the core issues in his life, discovering where 
they stem from and learning to take those things to God. It has not been an easy path, especially in the 
beginning when there were slips and struggles to overcome. Through it all his cry has been, “Hear my 
prayer, O LORD; listen to my plea! Answer me because you are faithful and righteous.” Psalm 143:1 (NLT)

“Anything is possible with God. I thought I would always smoke pot, drink beer and take pills. He has 
shown me that I can have clean hands. I don’t have to fi ll that hole in my heart with drugs and alcohol. I 
can just fi ll it with him.” ”Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be fi lled 
with the Holy Spirit.”  Ephesians 5:18 (NLT)

“I consider what is going on here at the Mission is a miracle. Changing men’s lives to where there is a hope 
and a future, that’s huge. I was in complete darkness when I got here, now it’s a whole other life . . .and it’s 

a true life, it’s not a façade, it’s not fake.”

“In his kindness God called you to share in his eternal glory by means of Christ 
Jesus. So after you have suff ered a little while, he will restore, support, and 
strengthen you, and he will place you on a fi rm foundation.” 
                                                                                                                           – 1 Peter 5:10  (NLT) 

Tim has applied to the Union Gospel Mission 
Christian internship Program hoping to 
eventually minister to other men who are 
trying to fi ll that hole in their heart with drugs 
and alcohol. “I just want to minister and be a 
witness to other men, anybody I come across.” 

Tim plays his saxophone, given to him 
by his Church, for the men in the dining 
room. “He (God) has given me gifts, 
things I had a long time ago but I didn’t 
realize they were for him and for his 
purpose. For his will, not mine.”
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“For this is the gospel message that you have heard 
from the beginning: that we should love one another.”
                                                                                                                                                                      – 1 JOHN 3:11

Did you know that over a billion greetings cards will be sent this month to celebrate 
Valentine’s Day? This ‘holiday’ which is celebrated throughout the world was originally named 
for several early Christian martyrs named Valentine. These early church defenders of the 
faith demonstrated unconditional and unwavering love for Christ in the face of tremendous 
persecution. As we express our love for each other this Valentine’s Day, please join us at 
the Union Gospel Mission in sharing God’s love with the least, the lost and the lonely of our 
community, especially the women and children who come to us for help.

Women and children are the fastest growing segment of the homeless population. At our 
women and children’s shelter in Keizer, Simonka Place, we not only provide emergency 
shelter, meals and other services, but also a 12 month recovery program.  In the New Life 
Fellowship program women fi nd hope and experience lasting transformation as they learn to 
follow Jesus and live by biblical principles.  

We have been blessed to see several women regain custody of children previously placed in 
foster care. We have watched as they have become responsible, caring moms as they learned 
to trust Christ and deal with their addictions and other dysfunctional behaviors.  

We have also seen broken family relationships restored in the lives of men participating in our 
New Life Fellowship program at the Men’s Mission in downtown Salem.  And we have been 
blessed to see men transitioning back into our community as they gain employment, move 
into our Grear Street Transitional Housing facility and continue to develop important and 
lasting relationships within local Christian congregations.  

So, as the world around us celebrates a “day of love”, we celebrate 
the daily love of our Lord and Savior.  We also remember our 
responsibility to share that love with those around us, especially the 
least, the lost and lonely that God puts in our path. Thank you for 
your support and for helping us to continue to provide hope for the 
future and lasting transformation as we share Christ’s love to those 
who come to us in need. 

                     Restoring Hope …

                     Restoring Lives,

“I tell you the truth, just as you did it for one of the least of these 
brothers or sisters of mine, you did it for me.”     – Matthew 25:40  

Michael J. Rideout, 
President/CEO

Union Gospel Mission, a Christ-centered 
ministry demonstrating God’s love by 
meeting physical, mental and spiritual 
needs of men, women and children in 
crisis. Proclaiming the Gospel of Christ 
in word and deed. 

Our desire is to help men and women 
break the cycle of homelessness and 
become participating members of 
our community as they learn to follow 
Christ by providing:

• Meals and shelter to homeless and 
hurting men, women and children.

• Recovery programs to overcome 
addictions and dysfunctional 
lifestyles.

• Educational and job readiness 
programs to equip men and women 
for employment. 

• Outreach programs to off er support, 
counseling, spiritual guidance and 
referral services.

• Aff ordable safe housing for graduates 
in transition.

Programs and Services
• Meals, emergency shelter, clothing
• Assessment & referral services
• Addiction recovery programs
• Chapel Services & Bible studies
• Individual & Group Counseling
• Adult education
• Employment services
• Dental Clinic
• Thrift Store
• Community Outreach
• Aff ordable Housing
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CHANGED LIVES
Fiscal YTD - Sept 09 – Dec 09

Meals Served ................................................47,809
Nights of Shelter ......................................... 17,792
Chapel Services ................................................ 391
Chapel Attendance ....................................17,382
Counseling Sessions ....................................1,760
Learning Center Hours ............................... 2,211

Free Clothing Distributed
 Number Helped .......................................2,529
 Items of Clothing  ..................................11,869
Men in Program ................................................. 44
Women in Program ...........................................21
Program Graduates ............................................. 4
Decisions for Christ ............................................98




